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Bespoke Kitchen Furniture and L1ur':im-1r-}-

(Lo

Unique kitchens, band crafted in England!
I'itted or Treestanding, Kitchen Islands.
Call for an appointment.

Men.-Sat, 10:00-5:00
1817 3 29th Ave. South Homewood, Al 55209

Attention Smokers and Ex-Smokers

f

Research Study Participants Needed

If you are a smoker or ex-smoker, you may have a
disease called Chronic Obstructive Lung Disease or
COPD. Research on this disease is being conducted
by the Lung Health Center and Division of
Pulmonary, Allergy, and Critical Care Medicine at
UAB.

Contact us to see if you
qualify to participate in a
research study. You will

receive a lung function test

at no cost and will be
reimbursed for your time,

For more information, please contact our research
staff at: 205-934.5555

Antigue Prints

By Lucy MERRILL
JOURNAL FEATURES WRITEE

mMigues are the arifacts of

history. For some antique

collectibles, that connection
with the past rcpresents most of
their charm. An 18th century quill
pen has a certain imerest because
old, but show it 10 have been the
implement uwsed 10 sign  the
Declaration of Independéence and it
hecomes a great deal more interest-
ing. Other objects are beautiful in
themselves, but may have no pexus
with significant events in history.
Most antique fumiture Falls in that
calegory,

An object from the past that
combines intrinsic beaoty and his-
torscal sigmificance is a true (ned-
sure, J. Gilbernt Johnsion Jr. has
assembled & collection thar meets
those cnbena. He collects 18th and
I%th century natural history prints,
including a large collection of orig-
inal prints by John James Audubon
for his master work, “Birds of
A"

“Soon after college 1 began col-
lecting bind *prints” Gilbert said
“The genesis of it is when [ was a
boy, my parents gave me 2 facsimi-
le copy of Audubon's ‘Birds of
Amernica” | was interested in bards, |
bt bird feeders and houses, amd
that grew into a gemeral love of
nature”

An owdoorsman, Jehnston says

Nature, History

4. Gilbers folwmston Jr. developed an interest in natural history prines
from the 18th and TStk centnry, He has amassed a collection of the

works of Jolir James Asdubon s bird's,

he canoed and backpacked “all over
the LLS. and Canada”™ as well as
tnekking to Africa and Antarctica 1o
experience the varieties of the natur-
al waorld

Johnston came from a family
that inchuded artizts, amd he com-
haned a love of natural beauty with
an appreciation of anistic beauty,

dvsarml setyodsn By Laarw Warniy

“I lived in Europe for three years
and went to the museums and gal
berics,” Be saud. T had an artistic
eyve, but there was g disconnect
between eye and hand.”

Collecting antique nature prints
was o natural progression  For
Johnston, The prints have anistic
menl, and have as their subjects the
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frontage on the Coosa River

® Ideal land for residential
development

32.1* Acwes Just Orr UK. 280,
OFrERED IX 8 PARCELS
Frontage on Highway 497
& Highway 472 in Harpersville

(Kelly Hill Rd)

BROKER PARTICIPATION
INVITED

s Compy
vaig King. #3254

Saturday, June 21 * 11:00

25 me ey

i
1k
CTIO!

iy ¥ latirraa b Prosder Pa

- County's most popular public course

& Hwy. 82, SeLuvg ABSOLUTE!

* Ideal for residential development

AM.

3,000 B of frontage on Shelby

* City wiler available
* Selling in 4 parcels

18.7" Acres Berwees Hwr, 60
Appro. 4.5 miles off U5, 250

* (Mfered in 4 parcels

1-800-558-5464

www.jpking.com L



OVER THE MOUNTAIN JOURNAL

ENERAL NEWS

THURSDAY, JUNE 5. 2003 = 11

Mora and fauna of the world. They
also appeal 1o the historian in
Johnston. The prints not only detail
birds, flowers and insects, they
reflect the culture that produced the
artists who produced them,

The 18th and early 19ih cen-
miries were times of exploding tech-
nological progress and rapid expan-
sion of scientific knowledge.

“It was an era of tremendous
momenium of leaming about matur-
al history because of the Brtish
expanding trsde over the world.”
Johnston said, “There were exciting
new discoveries. For instance, there
are no hummingbinds in Europe.™

The more Europeans leamed of
other lands, the more they wanted to
learn about these new creatures.

“IF you visited wealthy, educated
people, they had large natural histo-
ry collections and botanical gar-
dens,” Johnston said. “Those privaic
collections were the foundation of
the Brtish Museum,”

When he began collecting prints,
Johnston became interested in the
people who created them. He read
about Audubon, then he read about
the people who influenced him.
That led to collecting the works of
those men, which led to more read-
inz. which led to more collecting.
Johnston has scquired expertise on
ihe subject of antique nature prinis,
their production and their producers
1o rival his collection of their works.

Audubon's life story is as fasci-
nating as his drawings. Bomn in
France, Audubon was senl by his
father Lo an estate he held in
Pennsylvania to avoid conscriplion
inde: Mapobeon™s army. There, he
marricd the daughter of a neighbor
and together they moved to the from-
tier of western Kentucky where
Audubon set up as a merchant on
the Ohio River. Then he lost his
money in one of the panics that
afflicted the financial world of that
Lime,

“During.  that dark period
Audubon decided to pursue his pas-
sipn,” Johnston said. “He wanted 1o
paint all the kirds of America life-
sire”

As mach of an cndeavor as that
project was, painting birds was only
half of the dream. The other half,
geiting his work printed, posed per-
haps a greater challenge.

“Aundubon taught painting, fenc-
ing and dancing and painted por-
trits,” Johnston said. “He was rais-
ing money 1o travel 1o England
where there were prnters who do
the work ™

In arder to print life-size draw-
ings, Audubon had 1o have his work
printed on large shects known as
double elephant folio paper. His
work was sold by subscription and
sent individually 1o subscribers over
a period of years.

“When (the subscriber) got 100
or 50 ponts, he called a binder o
have them bowend,” Johnston said.

It took Il vears io complete
“Birds of Amenica” Nol only wene
these filios cumbersome o handle—
the double elephamt fidio is 26 inch-
es by 39 inches—they were expen-
sive, A complete folio sold for
L1 .00 in 1827, a forume a1 the e,

" Be Ready o e

“In March 2000 a =&t came on
auction at Christic’s and sold for
558 million," Johnston said. Tt was
the most valuable book ever sold at
auction.”

Audubon’s double elephant folio
was printed on copper plaies that
were eiched after tracing the origi-
nal watercolor, Colornsts working
for the printer applied wateroolor o
the prints.

“Audubon’s  double  elephant
prinis are considerad the pinnacle of
copperplale  printing,” Johnston
said. “The onginal prinis were lim-
ited in number because the plates
would wear out. Around 200 sets of
‘Birds of Amerca’ were produced
and 119 sets are known to exist.”

Mot only was “Birde™ an artistic
and scientific sooccess, 10 was
immensely popular.

“Liltimately it was a tmomph,”
Johnston said. “He became famows
in his lifetime, and it brought him
enough money to live comfortably.”

Ironically, few of the people of
America.could afford a set of “Binds
of America.” That sitwation bothered
Auwdubon, who was prosd o be a
naturalized Amencan cilizen,

“Audubon's personal seal had a
rkey on it and it said “America,
My Coundry,” Johnston sisd.

To make his work more afford-
able. in the 13405 Auwdubon had
“Birds" printed in oclavo  siee,
which is seven inches by 10 mches.

"It proved so popular thai the
pgovermment gave those (octavo) vol-
umes [0 visiting  dignitaries,”
Johnston said.

Also in the 18405, Audubon pro-
duced another major work, this time
printed from engraved limestone.
The set of lithographs, “The
Viviparous Cuadrupeds of MNosh
America,” documented American
mammils,

Johnston has acquired a large

collection of Audubon prints, as
weell a5 prints of other famous natur-
al historians, such as Prideaux John
Selby, the premier English naturalist
who introduced Audubon 1o his first
printer; Alexander Wilson, a Scol

With such a large collection, and
an expanding experise, Johnsion
has naturally become interested in
sharing his bove of the artistiry and
history of nature prints. He recently
held an exhibition and sale of

antique prints at Emmet O'Neal
Library. He also does private show-
ings for interested collectors and an
lowers.

For information on Johnaston's
collection, see the Web site ol
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1456 Montgomery Hwy,
Vestawvia, AL 35216
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whose book on Amencan birds pre-
dates  Audubon’s; and Moark
Catesby, an Englishman who
arrived in colonial Virginia in 1712
and has been called the founder of
American ormithobogy.
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Dermatology

Comprehensive General, Surgical and Cosmetic
Dermatology for all Ages

Spacializing in Skin cancer, 8cne,
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New Location ; yco. o Botox & Spider Veins !

Appointments | ., Thursdays & Fridays
Hﬂ‘ﬂ.ﬁ\l‘ﬂilﬂh’lﬂ' M ———E R

521 Montgomery Hwy. * Vestavia Hills, AL = 05-824-4441

GREAT PRICES =. GREAT OUTDOORS
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Searonr Sunroom

FAddition, T furt
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®C3 FOUR SEASONS

IJEISUNROOMS

SUNRCOMS - CONSERVATORIES - PATIO ROOMS
PaTio AND DE-G‘HL?V

Ou ving...Iindoors
CALL 854-1111

or Visit our Showroom

1495 Center Point Parkway
Mon. - Fri. 9-5 = Sat. 9-3

Special Sale!

Right now Four Seasons Sunrooms 15
offering unheard of savings on every ong
of our most popular Sunroom Additions.
So visit our showreom during our Special
Savings Event and test-drive a Sunroom.
We have many fully furmshed models on
display. This is a very limited tirmne
offer...so don't delay.
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